Mucociliary transport of human ear secretions in otitis media with effusion.
Rheologically active mucus glycoproteins (mucins) were isolated from the middle ear effusions of 282 patients (344 ears) presenting with secretory otitis media (SOM). The mucins were pooled according to the pathologic condition associated with the SOM. Pools were reconstituted to the same conditions and tested for ciliary transport rates with the use of the frog palate transport model. Mucin obtained from cleft palate patients showed significant differences in transport behavior in comparison with mucins from other groups of patients with SOM.